
 

 

MMaayy  2299,,  22001144  
 

News & Commentary 

 

 

 

 

 

1

     Not a Job, but a Mission 

2014 Hartford Teacher of the Year Justin Taylor Honors His Colleagues 

and Students, Who Rise to Honor Him 

 

Last week’s 2014 Teacher of the Year banquet had a festive, Hollywood air 
(in a good way!), with cheers resounding for all 43 teachers nominated by 
their schools and video testimonials on big screens for each of the three 
finalists.  Bulkeley High School Principal Gayle Allen-Greene emphasized 
that her school’s nominee, Social Studies Teacher Justin Taylor, sees 
teaching not as a job, but as a mission he pursues with passion and 
humility. 
 
A few minutes after his principal’s introduction, Justin exemplified that humility when he was named 2014 Hartford 
Teacher of the Year.  Called to the podium by 2013 honoree Mario Marrero, Mr. Taylor asked his Bulkeley 
colleagues, his parents, and his grandmother to stand to be thanked for their influence on his success and then 
voiced his appreciation to his students – for continuing to push him to get better at this work. 
  
In case he might win, Justin said, he had earlier asked friends how he ought to handle any acceptance remarks.  
He was advised to be funny or inspirational – or to just be himself.  But since he is “socially awkward,” he said with 
a smile, he concluded that last suggestion might not work. 
 
On a serious note, he said to the hundreds of educators present, “I am confident that each of us is tangibly – and 
intangibly – effecting change every day.”  Certainly he is doing so at Bulkeley, where he arrived in 2009 as a Teach 
for America and UConn Law School graduate to teach U.S. History, International Studies, Western Humanities, 
American Humanities, Capstone, Introduction to American Politics and Contemporary Law.  He also serves on the 
personalized and blended learning team that now is testing new laptop research and scholarship techniques, and 
urges young scholars to rise to their potential.  Here is the Courant article highlighting Justin’s work. 
 
 

A Glimpse at the Teacher of the Year 
 
As adviser to Bulkeley’s moot court team, part of the Marshall-Brennan Constitutional Literacy Project affiliated with 
UConn Law School, Justin recently brought six students to Washington, D.C., for its national competition – 
including semi-finalist Samir Lulic. 

EDUCATION Matters! 

E X T R A 

 

http://www.courant.com/community/hartford/hc-hartford-teacher-of-the-year-0529-20140528,0,7414375.story
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Samir is a 17-year-old Bulkeley senior who says he got interested in writing rhymes and song lyrics “as a kid” and 
now aspires to be a journalist (he is planning to study communications at UConn).  He never had even thought 
about law as a profession, he said in a recent interview, but at Mr. Taylor’s urging, he prepared for months to 
participate in Marshall-Brennan’s moot court competition, delivering an oral argument in a 5th amendment due 
process case and bringing home a trophy as a semi-finalist.  “It’s one of the hardest things I’ve ever done,” he 
said. 
 
The experience not only opened up a potential career path but also helped him prepare for his high school 
capstone presentation, in which he examined the blurring of the line between national security and human rights.  “I 
am very thankful to Mr. Taylor,” he said.  
 
In Washington, Samir and his fellow competitors had the opportunity to sightsee the day before the competition and 
then found themselves exhausted – yet in need of a final practice.  They had no lectern, but followed Mr. Taylor’s 
suggestion and did a run-through using a hotel-room ironing board.  The next day, Samir won.   
 
That advocacy experience taught him to step out of his comfort zone and take risks, Samir said, and even though 
he is still inclined to pursue journalism as a profession, he has an open mind.  “I never thought of the law as an 
option,” he reflected, “but Mr. Taylor has been very vocal and he’s very genuine, so …” 
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     Narrow Margin Sends a Signal 

HBOE Vote Nearly Kills Teachscape Tool for Teacher Evaluation and 

Professional Development 

 
The Hartford Board of Education voted 4-3 last week to stay the course on 
the District's web-based approach to process teacher observations, supply 
principals with school- and district-wide data, and target professional 
development opportunities.  After two-and-a-half years of implementation, 
why was this such a squeaker? 
 
In a word, confusion.  The District has been using the web-based – and paperless – Teachscape system since 
2012 to record some 5,000 observations of teachers; provide real-time information to principals; make available 
best-practice videos to teachers; and align the work with the components of the Charlotte Danielson framework for 
teaching.  That’s old news. 
 
What is news lately is that 7 out of 10 teachers surveyed responded in January that they “strongly agree or agree” 
that the web-based observation process has been beneficial to their professional growth.  Some 30 percent felt 
otherwise.  But only 39 percent responded – so most teachers’ views are unknown. 
 
The data provided last week did not impress Board Members Mike Brescia and Rev. Shelley Best, and Board 
Member Robert Cotto, Jr. was emphatic in his argument that the peer assistance and review model used for 
observations in Madison, for example, costs zero dollars.  The Teachscape tools and systems will cost the District 
$206,800 for the coming fiscal year ending June 30, 2015.   
 
Special Assistant to the Board of Education Jackie Jacoby pointed out that Teachscape is just a piece of the 
teacher development process – and suggested that Board members look at the relatively smaller size of districts 
that do not use such web-based tools.  Following her comments, Board Members Jose Colon-Rivas, Craig 

http://www.wcl.american.edu/marshallbrennan/documents/RJNv.NorthRedding-BriefforPetitionerFinal.pdf
http://www.wcl.american.edu/marshallbrennan/documents/RJNv.NorthRedding-BriefforPetitionerFinal.pdf
http://www.achievehartford.org/upload/files/TeacherEvaluationPPTAllenOTM.pdf
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Stallings, Beth Taylor, and Chair Richard Wareing voted for the approach; and Board Members Best, Brescia, and 
Cotto were opposed; Board Members Matt Poland and Mayor Pedro Segarra were absent.   
 
The Bottom Line:  The Teachscape approach has been agreed upon by union officials and District officials alike 
as a way to augment evaluation with professional development.  Had it been scuttled after nearly three years of 
implementation and refinement, the result for principals and teachers could have been chaotic and ultimately bad 
for children.   
 
Is training for Hartford Board of Education members needed to fully understand teacher evaluation and other key 
topics?  Clearly, yes.  But does HPS leadership also need to do a better job explaining the rationale behind their 
strategy and funding allocations for key initiatives?  Absolutely. There will always be Board members not sure why 
things are done the way they are or outright opposed to certain things being done at all.  District officials need to 
plan and shape their presentations to highlight more the impact of a specific strategy and to get at the heart of why 
support for something is absolutely crucial.  It is our hope that both the way in which material is presented at 
meetings and the way in which the Board gets training are early priorities for the new superintendent. 
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     Survey Says: Dig Deeper into Issues 

Readers Weigh in on the Quality of this Weekly Publication 

 
Since 2011, our annual readership survey has delivered hard but welcome 
truths about our Education Matters newsletter, telling us where it helps – 
and where it needs help.  This spring, our diverse education stakeholders 
again critiqued our efforts to inform them about the unrelenting challenges 
and exciting possibilities for Hartford school improvement.  The consensus 
seems to be that we should dig deeper into the tough issues. 
 
We agree.  Our emailed newsletter goes to more than 2,400 readers who run the gamut from State and City 
leaders to parents, teachers, principals, district administrators, community leaders, nonprofit and business partners, 
union and professional organization executives, and university researchers.  It would be a miracle if we were 
universally loved!  That’s okay; we’d rather be informative.   
 
Here’s an overview of our 2014 survey results, based on 102 responses: 
 

– 4 percent are somewhat dissatisfied; 3 percent are very dissatisfied; 90-plus percent think we’re close to 
the right track; 

– 69 percent recommend relaying more data on such issues as principal turnover and parent engagement – 
and we agree (in fact, we’re working on both); 

– Half of our readers want to see more details as to the status and best practices related to communications 
between the District and its stakeholders (and we are preparing a new edFocus publication to explore such 
issues in depth). 

 
 

Reader Recommendations 
 
As is the case with every readership survey, our respondents’ recommendations are helping us find new ways 
of fulfilling our mission of informing and engaging Hartford school stakeholders and driving accountability for 
results.  Here is a sampling of suggestions (and our related, follow-up activities): 
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 Try to evaluate and analyze the “benefit to cost” ratio of some of the policies in practice to see 

what has worked/not worked (here is where our new edFocus series comes in, to explore such 
matters in greater depth). 

 Consider the full spectrum of views: Some feel we are too opinionated and others want even 
more critical commentary (we are inviting insights from stakeholders, including guest commentaries 
from specialists); 

 Look into how are we tracking on the reform plan (portfolio schools) and whether it is making a 
difference (we are developing data reports, in concert with Hartford Public Schools and other 
partners); and 

 Examine the achievement of all students, and beware of spin (in our forthcoming reports, 
beginning with those on magnet schools and the trends in state test results over the past seven years, 
this will be our goal). 

As we thank the respondents to our survey, we also want you to know we hear what you have to say and will take 
not just this feedback into account, but any further thoughts you would like to email us.  Over the past three years, 
we have used our audience survey to recalibrate everything from the Education Matters! look-and-feel to the 
adjustments necessary to enhance its substance. 
 
The Bottom Line:  Since its founding in 2008, Achieve Hartford! has drawn strong support – and occasional wrath 
– from nearly every stakeholder group.  When we support the Board or administration for its decisions, we hear that 
we’re in somebody’s pocket.  Likewise, when we question a communications fiasco or suggest a cave-in to political 
pressure, we unleash defensiveness and sometimes nastiness from the political class at a number of levels.   
 
But after all, we take very seriously our work as the independent, nonprofit constructive friend of the District, Board, 
and City.  We are neither lapdog nor junkyard dog!  Instead, we seek to engage everyone in Hartford and Greater 
Hartford who cares about their capital city and wants to support the workforce and college preparedness efforts that 
will help every child reach full potential.  This latest survey is a great help and we thank you. 

 

 

   AArrttiicclleess  ooff  IInntteerreesstt  

 

 College Graduates Pay High Price for Financial Lessons Learned the Hard Way, Mara Lee, 
Courant, May 29, 2014 

 Justin Taylor is Hartford’s Teacher of the Year, Vanessa de la Torre, Courant, May 29, 2014 

 Maya & Me & Maya, Charles Blow, New York Times, May 28, 2014 

 College Jobs: Nearly 300 Part-Time Teaching Jobs Eliminated, Jacqueline Rabe Thomas, CT 
Mirror, May 27, 2014 

 Review of Children’s Mental Health Care Is Vital, Alicia Dodson, CT Mirror-Op-Ed, May 26, 2014 

 Wesleyan Speaker Endorses Value of Affirmative Action, Kathleen Megan, Courant, May 25, 
2014 

 The Ripple Effects of Rising Student Debt, Phyllis Korkki, New York Times, May 24, 2014 

 Magnet School Lottery Delayed, Possibly Until Early June, Kathleen Megan, May 23, 2014 

 Capital Community College Graduates 575, Nicholas Rondinone, May 22, 2014 

 Letting College Dropouts Go Back for Free, Courant Editorial, May 22, 2014 

 Who Gets to Graduate?, Paul Tough, New York Times Magazine, May 15, 2014 

 Checking Privilege Checking, Phoebe Maltz Bovy, The Atlantic, May 7, 2014 

mailto:info@achievehartford.org
http://www.courant.com/news/data/hc-how-much-do-connecticuts-colleges-really-cost-20140522,0,3626111.htmlpage#.U4d9JE7D_YU
http://www.courant.com/community/hartford/hc-hartford-teacher-of-the-year-0529-20140528,0,7414375.story
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/05/28/opinion/blow-what-maya-angelou-meant-to-me.html?hp&rref=opinion&_r=0
http://ctmirror.org/college-budgets-300-part-time-teaching-jobs-eliminated/
http://ctmirror.org/review-of-childrens-mental-healthcare-is-vital/
http://www.courant.com/news/education/hc-wesleyan-graduation-0526-20140525,0,5218714.story
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/05/25/business/the-ripple-effects-of-rising-student-debt.html?ref=education
http://www.courant.com/news/education/hc-magnet-lottery-delay-0524-20140523,0,6148835.story
http://www.courant.com/community/hartford/hc-capital-community-graduation-0523-20140522,0,5984171.story
http://www.courant.com/news/opinion/editorials/hc-ed-go-back-get-ahead-20140521,0,4605829.story
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/05/18/magazine/who-gets-to-graduate.html?ref=magazine
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2014/05/check-your-check-your-privilege/361898/?msource=MAG10
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Insight of the Week: 

 

Forty-three Hartford schools nominated candidates for the 
2014 Teacher of the Year honor; the list is a Who's Who of 
Hartford teachers. 

 

 

   UUppccoommiinngg  EEvveennttss  

 

The 2014 Hartford Public Schools graduation ceremonies run from May 30 through June 
16; the dates and locations are here. 
 
Hartford Board of Education Workshop Meeting: School Governance Councils Annual 
Forum, Tuesday, June 3, 2014, 5:30 p.m., at Environmental Sciences Magnet School at 
Mary Hooker, 440 Broadview Terrace. 
  
A free Harriet Beecher Stowe Center program for community activists: "Inspiring Action, 
Real Stories of Social Change," moderated by John Dankosky; Thursday, June 5, 2014, 3-
5:30 p.m., Immanuel Congregational Church, 10 Woodland Street. More information here. 
  
IForums 2014, Recipe for Revitalization: Leveraging Downtown Investment to Spark a 
Revival of Hartford’s Neighborhoods, Tuesday, June 17, 2014, 8:30 to 11 a.m., at The 
Lyceum.  For more information: www.pschousing.org/2014-iforums. 
 
 

      BBeesstt  BBooookkmmaarrkkss  ttoo  AAdddd  

 

 Observing the 60th Anniversary of Brown v. Board of Education 
o Former Rep. Diane Watson reflects on its meaning 
o UCLA’s Brown at 60 Report looks at trends 

 Evaluating Teachers with Lessons Learned in Four Districts, Grover Grover J. "Russ" 
Whitehurst, Matthew M. Chingos and Katharine M. Lindquist, Brookings Institution; full report 
here 

 CT by the Numbers Analysis of U.S. News & World Report State High School Rankings 

 Plenary Session: 8th Annual Yale School of Management Educational Leadership Conference, 
April 3-4, 2014 

 Movement Grows to Assess Students’ Digital Literacy, Robin Flanigan, Education Week, 
March 2014 

 Poet Malcolm London Finds Hope on Chicago’s Streets, On Point with Tom Ashbrook, 
National Public Radio, March 18, 2014 

 State’s New Common Core Website launched in March 2014 

http://www.achievehartford.org/upload/files/TOY%202014%20nominees%20release.pdf
http://www.achievehartford.org/upload/files/TOY%202014%20nominees%20release.pdf
http://www.hartfordschools.org/news/1025-hartford-public-schools-2014-graduation-dates-and-locations
https://origin.library.constantcontact.com/doc203/1102778616856/doc/4Ux5p8wd2DY7bGsh.pdf
http://www.pschousing.org/2014-iforums
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7W4A_bba9ss&feature=youtu.be&mkt_tok=3RkMMJWWfF9wsRonua3LZKXonjHpfsX%2B6OokULHr08Yy0EZ5VunJEUWy2YIGRdQ%2FcOedCQkZHblFnVwPS629WrINo6YO
http://hnn.us/article/155669
http://www.brookings.edu/research/reports/2014/05/13-teacher-evaluation-whitehurst-chingos
http://www.brookings.edu/experts/whitehurstg
http://www.brookings.edu/experts/whitehurstg
http://www.brookings.edu/experts/chingosm
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/reports/2014/05/13%20teacher%20evaluation/evaluating%20teachers%20with%20classroom%20observations.pdf
http://ctbythenumbers.info/2014/05/04/44-connecticut-high-schools-among-best-us-top-school-state-15-nationally/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ijYb_FVIIpo&list=PLsz47E2DjFA1QIGVehFg2Gg0k-S_V1M4T&index=2
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2014/03/13/25digitalliteracy.h33.html?intc=EW-TC14-EWH
http://onpoint.wbur.org/2014/03/18/malcolm-london-poetry-chicago
http://ctcorestandards.org/
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 College Board Outlines SAT Redesign It Says Will Be More ‘Focused and Useful,’ 
Education Week, March 2014 

 Two Views: the National Education Policy Center Report and Mathematica Report, both 
examining Teach for America 

 Salary and Benefits Study, American Association of School Administrators, February 2014 

 CT Early Care and Progress Report, CT Voices for Children, January 2014 

 The new 2014 Quality Counts Report from Education Week 

 Survey of Adult Skills: United States, Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD), 2013 Report 

 Why Educating the Educators is Complex, Valerie Strauss, The Washington Post-The Answer 
Sheet, December 5, 2013 

 School Choice and School Performance in the New York City Public Schools - Will the 
Past be Prologue?, Grover Whitehurst and Sarah Whitfield, Brookings Institution, October 8, 
2013 

 Teaching with Poverty in Mind, Eric Jensen, American Society for Curriculum and 
Development, September 2013 

 The Equity and Excellence Commission Report, “For Each and Every Child: A Strategy for 
Education Equity and Excellence.” 

 The Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium sample items and performance tasks, in 
line with the Common Core State Standards, September 2013 

 Free Speech in the Age of the Internet, Anthony Lux [on Cass Sunstein), Harvard Law School 

 The Pay As You Earn Plan for Student Aid, U.S. Department of Education, July 31, 2013 

 What Parents Want for Education Policy, Education Opportunity Network, July 23, 2013 

 Achieve Hartford! Executive Director Paul Diego Holzer’s remarks at the inaugural graduation 
ceremony of the Hartford Parent University. 

 What Some African American Parents Believe about Education Reform, Frances Messano, 
Deloitte Consulting LLC [Project in conjunction with the United Negro College Fund], June 2013 

 For Each and Every Child: A Strategy for Education Equity and Excellence, the Equity and 
Excellence Commission, A Report to the Secretary, February 2013 

 The Promise and Peril of Cage Busting [A View of Hartford Schools], Marc Porter Magee, 
Education Week Guest Blogger, April 2, 2013 

 2013 Brown Center Report on American Education: How Well Are American Students 
Learning?, Brookings Institution, March 2013 

 Self-Efficacy Plays Prominent Role in Research on Teacher Effectiveness, Educational 
Research Newsletter and Webinars, March 2013 

 Teens and Technology, 2013, Pew Research Center, March 13, 2013 

 The Hartford Public Access TV program, Conversations in Education, featured an interview by 
the District Superintendent, Dr. Christina Kishimoto, with the Student Senate President, Tiffany 
Mitchell, and Hartford's two new Student Delegates to the Board of Education, Minny 
Lesperance and Joselyn Arroyo.  Here’s the link to the broadcast. 

 Teaching Students the ABCs of Resilience, Edutopia, January 13, 2013 

 Spiritual Leader {Benjamin Elijah Mayes, mentor to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.}, University 
of Chicago Magazine, January-February, 2013 

 Catching Up to College and Career Readiness, National Center for Educational Achievement, 
ACT, Inc., 2012 Report 

 State of Education: State Report Card, 2013, StudentsFirst, January 2013 

 Issue brief: “Best Practices for the Prevention of Youth Homicide and Other Youth 
Violences,” from the Johns Hopkins Urban Health Institute. 

http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/college_bound/2014/03/the_college_board_has_provided.html
http://nepc.colorado.edu/publication/teach-for-america-return
http://www.mathematica-mpr.com/publications/PDFs/education/HSAC_final_rpt_9_2013.pdf
http://www.aasa.org/uploadedFiles/Publications/Salary_Survey_Public_2013.pdf
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/1009312-early-care-and-education-report-ct-voices-for.html
http://www.edweek.org/media/ew/qc/2014/shr/16shr.us.h33.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/site/piaac/Country%20note%20-%20United%20States.pdf
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2013/12/05/why-educating-the-educators-is-complex/
http://www.brookings.edu/research/reports/2013/10/08-school-choice-and-performance-new-york-city-whitehurst
http://www.brookings.edu/research/reports/2013/10/08-school-choice-and-performance-new-york-city-whitehurst
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109074/chapters/How-Poverty-Affects-Behavior-and-Academic-Performance.aspx
http://www.foreachandeverychild.org/05_14_13_EEC_Executive_Summary.pdf
http://www.foreachandeverychild.org/05_14_13_EEC_Executive_Summary.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/sample-items-and-performance-tasks/
http://www.law.harvard.edu/news/spotlight/faculty-research/free-speech-in-the-age-of-the-internet.html
http://studentaid.ed.gov/repay-loans/understand/plans/pay-as-you-earn
http://educationopportunitynetwork.org/what-parents-want-for-education-policy/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QfQ0YQ3pZgE&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QfQ0YQ3pZgE&feature=youtu.be
http://monitorinstitute.com/blog/2013/06/05/what-some-african-american-parents-believe-about-education-reform/
http://www2.ed.gov/about/bdscomm/list/eec/equity-excellence-commission-report.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/about/bdscomm/list/eec/equity-excellence-commission-report.pdf
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/rick_hess_straight_up/2013/04/the_promise_and_peril_of_cage_busting.html
http://www.brookings.edu/research/reports/2013/03/18-brown-center-report-loveless#ref-id=20130319_Loveless3
http://www.brookings.edu/research/reports/2013/03/18-brown-center-report-loveless#ref-id=20130319_Loveless3
http://www.ernweb.com/public/teacher-self-efficacy-effectiveness.cfm?utm_source=March+Current+articles+2013&utm_campaign=current+articles+March&utm_medium=email
http://www.pewinternet.org/Reports/2013/Teens-and-Tech.aspx
http://www.hartfordschools.org/index.php/component/content/article/95-pages/the-student-senate-2012-2013/384-student-senate-bio-tiffany-mitchell-president-2012-2013
http://www.hartfordschools.org/index.php/component/content/article/95-pages/the-student-senate-2012-2013/384-student-senate-bio-tiffany-mitchell-president-2012-2013
http://www.hartfordschools.org/index.php/component/content/article/95-pages/the-student-senate-2012-2013/383-student-senate-bio-minoufa-lesperance-delegate-to-the-board-of-education-2012-2013
http://www.hartfordschools.org/index.php/component/content/article/95-pages/the-student-senate-2012-2013/383-student-senate-bio-minoufa-lesperance-delegate-to-the-board-of-education-2012-2013
http://www.hartfordschools.org/index.php/component/content/article/95-pages/the-student-senate-2012-2013/381-student-senate-bio-joselyn-arroyo-delegate-to-the-board-of-education-2012-2013
http://www.hartfordschools.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&layout=edit&id=408
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/teaching-the-abcs-of-resilience-renee-jain?utm_source=SilverpopMailing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=012313%20enews%20AB%20testing%20remainder&utm_content=&spMailingID=5485112&spUserID=MjcyNTI2NTIyMjYS1&spJobID=63901886&spRepor
http://mag.uchicago.edu/law-policy-society/spiritual-leader?msource=MAG10
http://media.act.org/documents/CatchingUpToCCR.pdf
http://reportcard.studentsfirst.org/
http://urbanhealth.jhu.edu/media/best_practices/violence_prevention.pdf
http://urbanhealth.jhu.edu/media/best_practices/violence_prevention.pdf
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 Strife and Progress: Portfolio Strategies for Managing Urban Schools, Brookings Institution 
– New Books – Available December 7, 2012 

  “The Invisible Student,” a report from the CT Pushout Research and Organizing Project, 
looking at statewide statistics that indicate a "secret pipeline," into which students are counseled, 
coerced, or involuntarily placed – and pushed out of school 

http://www.brookings.edu/research/books/2012/strifeandprogress
http://ctprop.tumblr.com/

